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7. referenda
7.1 Purpose of a Referendum
7.1.1 A referendum shall be a vote on a specific issue where all Student Members of the Union shall be entitled to vote. 
7.2 Process of a referendum
7.2.1 The referendum shall be taken in the form of a question, and members shall ordinarily have the choice of voting either ‘Yes’ or ‘No’. 
7.2.2 A referendum result shall only be valid if a minimum of 5% of Student Members have cast a vote. 
7.2.3 The outcome of a referendum passed by a simple majority vote is final. However, anything relating to operational matters, including services of the Union or deemed as a risk to the Union, will be viewed as guidance and considered accordingly. 
7.2.4 The timing, campaign regulation, and fair administration of the referendum shall be the responsibility of the Deputy Returning Officer
7.3 Calling of a referendum
If you want to call a referendum, we encourage you to contact the Student Engagement Team or the President of the Union, who are required to signpost you to advice on how to take it forward. 

7.3.1 A Referendum can be called by 100 Student Members, including their name and verified matriculation numbers, on any of the following: 
a) To remove a Full-Time Officer; 
b) To remove a Student Executive Officer; 
c) To appeal an idea decision made at a Student Executive Committee. 
7.3.2 A referendum may also be automatically triggered where an idea submitted by a student does not receive the 90% consensus needed to be approved or rejected by Student Executive.
7.4 Referendum Question Review
7.4.1 Before a referendum question is finalised, the Student Engagement Team will review the submitted question to ensure it is clearly worded, unbiased, and factually supported. 
7.4.2 If the question is unclear, misleading, or lacks factual accuracy, the Student Engagement Team will support the member to revise it.
7.4.3 The Deputy Returning Officer reserves the right to reject a referendum question that contains misleading, false, or defamatory information, following consultation with the Student Engagement Team.
7.4.4 A rejected question can be appealed to the Returning Officer, who will decide whether it should proceed. 
7.5 Referendum Timeline
7.5.1 Once the question has been approved, the Student Engagement Team will ensure that details of the referendum are published and made accessible to all members within an appropriate timescale.
7.5.2 A referendum vote will ordinarily be open for one week, closing at the same time and on the same day it opened.
7.5.3 The Deputy Returning Officer will seek to ensure that referenda are accessible for all members of the Union to participate in. Members may campaign to encourage other students to vote. 
7.5.4 Where a referendum is called, the Deputy Returning Officer will determine the timing of the vote to ensure the greatest possible engagement from members. The proposed dates will take into account factors such as academic timetables, campus activity, and opportunities for effective campaigning.
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